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This was likely to make it far more acceptable to the United States.
As early as the 19th January President Roosevelt expressed the hope
that the new Government would fulfil the basic conditions for recog-
nition. It was understood that, if the events of the next week did
not belie this hope, the United States would consult with the Latin-
American Governments with regard to recognition, as a matter of
courtesy, though their future course of action would not depend on
the attitude taken up by those Governments. On the same day
Mr. CaSery had an interview with Mr. Hull at Key West, in which
he reported favourably on the prospects of the new Government. The
proposed consultation took place on the 22nd January between
President Roosevelt and the representatives of all the Latin-American
states except Cuba, Uruguay, whose Minister was absent, and
Salvador, whose Government had not yet been recognized by the
United States.1 It was afterwards learnt from Mr. Hull that 'the
President3 had stated 'that the disposition of the United States
Government was to recognize the Cuban Government, in view of our
belief that it has the substantial support of the Cuban people and is
entirely capable of maintaining law and order '.2 Next day the United
States charge d'affaires in Havana, Mr. H. Freeman Matthews,
received instructions to notify the Cuban Government that it had
been recognized, and it was understood that Mr. Caffery would
accompany him on this mission. The notification was, in fact,
presented by Mr. Caffery himself, who was shortly to receive his
credentials as Ambassador, and friendly messages were exchanged
between President Mendieta and Mr. Welles.3 On the same day the
new Government was recognized by Australia, Canada, France,
Great Britain, Italy, New Zealand, South Africa, and other states.
It had already been announced that there would be no change in the
diplomatic relations of Panama with Cuba.
Ten of the sixteen United States warships in Cuban waters had
been withdrawn by the 23rd January, and the others were to be
recalled as soon as conditions improved. On the following day
President Roosevelt indicated that the way was now open for dis-
cussion regarding economic reconstruction proposals and the revision
of the Reciprocity Treaty and the Platt Amendment. There would,
however, be some delay in the revision of the latter Amendment, since
it formed part of the Cuban Constitution, and any amendments to this
1 The United States cliargt d'affaires in Salvador was instructed on the
26th January to recognize the existing Government. See also p. 327 above.
1 The New York Times, 23rd January, 1934.
* U.S. Department of State: Press Releases, 27th January, 1934.